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At a Meeting of the Town of Ply- 
mouth, aflembled and held at the 
Court- houfe in faid Town, December 
29, 1774. Voted that Col. Theo- 
philus Gottoh, Meffirs. Ifaac Lothrop, 
and Ephraim Spooner, be a Committee 
‘to, ‘wait on. the Rev. Gad Hitcheock, 

with the. Thanks of this Town for his 
; ‘ingenious s and earned  Difcourfe, 
delivered on the 22d Inftant, being the 
~ Aloniverfary of the Landing of our Fa- 

thers in this Place, and requeft a Copy 
for tee Prefgec- \ 
A A true Copp of Racotd,/ 5 
* “Aitef Ephraim ee Lote Clerk. 
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And God faw every thing that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. ~~ a 
Pfal. rrgth, 134th ver. Deliver me from the'oppre- 
ffion of man: So will I keep thy precepts. — 


* EING affembled in the houfe of worhhip, 
which is erected on the ruins of pagan- 
ifm, and where fatan’s feat once was; to 

commemorate the arrival of our illuftrious ‘an- 
ceitors, under the aufpicés 6f Heaven, {to this 
new world; and to improve an event aftonifh- 
ing in its rife, and progrefs, and in every grada- 
‘tion and cirtumflance, wearing the fignatures of 
the divine careand providence, forthe ptirpoie 
of raifing in ‘our breaits fentiments: of piecy- and 
gratitude towards God ; the'two paflages‘oF -fa- 
cred writ now read, though of a diffimilar’ fa 


ture and afpect, may not’ be unfuitably chofen 
for the foundation of our defign. 7) 9 °"°% 


~My revetend brethren, who have gone befor 
ft ‘on this occafion, having refrethed your me 
mory with feveral hiftoric facts, relative to th 
removal of ‘our fore-fathers, through greidt impe 

diment 


“ 


diment, and hazard, by means of the mercilefs 
rage, and cruelty of their perfecutors, from 
England, to Holland ; their firft fettlement at Am. 
fterdam ; afterwards at Leyden, and their return 
to England, with refolutions, by the will of God, 
to purfue their voyage, with ‘all convenient 
tpeed, over the Atlantic, to the uncultivated re- 
gions of America; and their Janding on thefe 
diftant and then favage fhores, in a cold and 
inclement feafon ; a€tuated by the fame princi- 
ples, that at firft induced them to abandon their 
| fair inheritance in their own country, and feek an 
-afylum frogr the -illiberal perfecuting fpirit of 
their fellow citizens, in the more peaceful climes 
_ ofaneighbouring flate. 
 T fhall not therefore rifque the cenfure of this 
| Save and intelligent audience, if 1 excufe my felt 
_ from the repetition of fich interefting particu- 
_ lars, and invite iheir attention to that part of the 
infpired word propofed for our prefent confide- 
ration ; which, however, I truft, will lead us to 
employ our minds in fentiments not alcogether 
foreign from the intention of this anniverfaty. 
_ Thesfirft paflage, in accommodation to human 
* conception and practice, reprefents the fupreme 
. Being, as reviewing his works, after they were 
_ finithed ; and being {atisficd when he faw his plan 
| compleated ; and that every thing He had made, 
| every clafs and order of beings, and cach indi- 
| vidual, in regard to the. diverfity of. thew rank, 
| power, propenfity and purfuits, perfe@ly corref- 
_ ponded to the original model formed in his own 
| mind. . Ged jaw every thing that He had -made, 
| and. bebgld it was. very good, framed acgordép 
| to his purpofe, and cndued with, every capacity, 
| and quality, to.anfwer, the end of it’s creation. 
Soe” Amoi 


Among’ the works of God, man holds a plaée 
of diftingufhed rank, and dignity ; being made 
in the divine Image, and invefted with dominion 
and fuperiority over the reft of the creatures. 
«© The change of phrafe, and the manner of éx- 
* preflion uted, at the formation of man, it has 
* been obferved, denotes that he is the chief, 
« and moft perfect of the works of God, in this 
* lower world’’. Iss , 

Tt is befide our defign to enquire particularly, 
what is intended by the Image of God, in which 
man was at firft created ; about which divines 
rave held fome different opinions : But as it can- 
not imply lefs than pre-eminence of nature, and 
vaftly {uperior endowments both of body and 
Tiitid; as well as dominion, above any of thofe 
works which God pronounced very good; 4we 
fhall difmifs the confideration of other Natures, 
and confine our attention to his. ae 

As God defigned fuch a creature a3 nian fhould 
exift at the head, and as Lord-of this world; ha- 
ving prepared the way, and provided for ‘his’ re- 
gular ¢xercife and entertainment, by the ‘/previ- 
ous formation of the earth, and’the great varie- 
ty of things both of the anitial and vegetable 
kind that replenifh and adorn it ; his almighty 
fiat f{pake him into being. 

In his exalted ftation, he was happy in the f4- 
vour and approbation of his Creator ; the fuperior 
principle of reafon, and moral fenfe with: which 
he was endowed, rendered him capable of dif- 
charging the duties of it; and behaving with tha 

propriety, and dignity, as fhould redound to the 
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paflions -were controulble by the fuperior prin- 
ciples .of his nature, and his propeniities carried 
him into a@s of love, gratitude and obedience 


towards God. By obferving the law of his na- 


ture,.and thofe, pofitive precepts which perfec 


| swifdom faw fit. to fabjoin, he was able to’ male 
| high, advancesin moral rectitude and -happincfs, 


and.continue inthe {miles and benediction of 
his maker. 
~ /EHe-was a moral agent, endowed as it is com- 


_ dnonly exprefied, with freedom of will, or a felf- 


determining power, in regard tofuch volitions 


: and actions as form the moral character, and be- 


get a likenefS to the divine purity, or the contra- 


> Liberty was an. effential principle of his confti- 


| tution, a natural quality, and a neceflary {pring, 
| and incentive to all virtuous improvement. 


His right to ufe the things provided for’ the 


| fupply of his neceffities, or convenience, was de- 
“ived from the divine grant, either explicitly 


made, or difcovered by the light of his own un- 
ritanding ; fubje& to no reftraint, but the law 


of his nature, which was not only confiftent with, 
| but the perfection of Liberty ; obligation to obey 


_.the laws of the Creator, being only a check to 


| licentioufnefs, and abufe. 


He could not reafonably defire any change in 


| his ftate, or any of ‘his circumftances, but what 
| his progrefs in holinefs, and in the feveral pious, 
|-and-focial affections, would to the advantage of 
} his felicity, neceffarily produce. 


Had he perfewered in his natural reGtitude, and 


| attachment to God, and obediencé to his laws, of 


| which he was made capable ; and pofterity def- 
| cended from him in his own likenefs 3 angry con- 
i ; tentions, 
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.tentions, oppreffion,.and cruelty which now take 
place, and are the fources of fo much havock and 
mifery to the human race, would not have been, 
known in the world. 

‘Government of fome fort, adapted to the tits 
hots Yi nature and croumftances, would indeed, 
probably, - -have been inftituted among them, as, 
irom many paflages of {cripture we have reafon 
to think it is among the Angels themfelves ;~ 
but there would have been no fuch laws as are 

made for the lawlefs and difobedient, for the un- 
godly and for finners. a 
.. Itis perhaps, neceflary to the order and hap- 
pinefs of all created intelligences, whofe under- 
itanding muft be limited, “to have government 
among them ; though we need not enquire, whe- 
ther in regard to created fpirits, who have no bo- 
dily wants to fupply, it ought to be diftiné trom, 
or more politive, than the original laws of their 
nature ? 
To fach beings, however, it fees neceflary it 
fhould, who require bodily fupport and conve- 


nience, and who from their fituation, and condi- » 


tion are capable of acquiring diftinct and private 


‘ man, had he continued innocent, and become 
“numerous, as it now is in his fallen and depraved 
fate. 

Difputes might and probably would fomee 

‘times arife, in regard to perfonal rights and pro- 
perty ; not, indeed, as now ‘from the depravity 
of cur affections, but meerly from the imperfec- 

| \ ption of knowledge ; which »muit be fettled by 
¢ efome known rules, or laws eftablifhed by the con- 

M _fent.of the whole; otherwife property would in 
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| property. This would have been the cafe with © 
| 
: 
| 


‘form /| 
} 


} 
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oS Temain precarious, and ‘undeter. 
mined. a tet : | 
~ As there would however, be no evil’ inclina- 
tion, or defign in any individual, or fufpicion of 
in others, to invade the property, retain the 
vichts, or check the liberty of any ; and as thefe 
iijputes would take place in confequence only 
| “UR ThGS ctors of the memory, mifapprehenfion 
_ aiid mittake to which the human mind, ‘from 
_ i$ “hatural imbecility, tho’ innocent, muft” be 
i Hable; they would always be iffued in ‘the mot 
| amicable manner, and to the entire fatisfa@ion 
ofthe partics ; and every one left to the free 
“eXercife of the gifts of nature, and the unmolef- 
‘ted enjoyment of the bounties of providence. 
_ Making daily progrefs in natural and moral 
“perfection, dignity and happinefs ; of which in 
this ftate of things, mankind could not fail, 
they would’ proportionably fulfil, and’ always be 
fulilling the wife and good end of their Creation. 
,. With great propriety, therefore, might God 
Bs ; «tae 
on the review of the make of man, finding how 
admirably he was qualified to anfwer fuch a 
urpofe, and to live in perpetnal freedom and 
happinefs, be reprefented faying, as in our text, 
- Bebold it 1s very good. 
Such was the primitive ftate of man—happy 
in the divine image and favor, and in the puri. 
. ty and freedom of his own faculties. 
But alas ! how changed ! what a reverfe of 
things did he undergo at the fall ! when he vi- 
olated the law of his maker, given for the tryal 
of his fidelity and obedience, and commenced 
rebel againft God, what forfeiture did he make 
of the divine prefence, and favour ! what a. fin- 
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loft: world ! and how ought. our hearts to be 
) comforted, being knit together in love, and un- 


to all riches of the full affurance of und 
ding,-to the acknowledgement of the myitery 0: 
God, and of the Father and of Chrif ! 

The rational faculties of the human mind. 
though fadly darkened, and indifpofed to mo- 
ral and religious performances, were not dc’ 
troyed ; the pafiions, though depraved, were not 
eradicated : In every idea of the foul, but ‘ts 
4 primitive purity and rectitude, there remain 
the effential properties of humanity ; particular- 
ly the love of Liberty ; which is an original 
paffion, not meerly innocent, but requifite both 
before and fince the fall, to all virtuous exerti- 
| ons, and happy enjoyments, though now ex- 
tremely liable to abufe by ourfelves, and reftraint 
from our fellowmen. : 
; ' _ In whatever view the principle of Liberty be | 

| _confidered, or by whatever name diftinguithed, 
whether. 


=O 


whether by natural or moral, Civil or religious 
Liberty ; it has its rife from nature ; and it ap- 
pears to be the will of God that mankind fhould 
poffefs it, in each of thefe fenfes. 

Civil liberty is indeed, immediately derived 
from human compact, and founded on civil go- 
vernment ; but it more properly, though remote- 
ly, proceeds from nature, as it is the voice of rea- 
fon that men, for the greater fecurity of their 
perfons and property, and the promotion of their 
happinefs, fhould form into fociety, and eftablifh 

vernment among them. 

Confidering men as being already fo formed, I 
fhall hereafter {peak of liberty chiefly as it relates 
to their civil and religious affairs ; though it will 
be difficult to difcourie without fometimes blen- 
ding the other fenfes with it ; which I fhall no 
be very eareful to avoid. ; 

The beneficial improvement both of our civil 
and religious rights depends on liberty. - 

Matters that pertain to confcience, and the 
worfhip and fervice of God, and the preparati- 


“on of our Souls for another’ world, are the ob- 


jects of religious liberty ; and thofethings that relate 


to our prefentfecurity and happinefs in civil 


government, are the objects of civil ‘liberty. 

In this manner civil and religious liberty, are 
ufually diftinguifhed ; but as there is a conne@i- 
on between thofe bleffings which tend to our 
prefent happinefs, in civil government, and thofe, 
which are neceflary to lay the foundation of that 
which is future and eternal, and as confcience is 
really concerned in both ; afid’men can no more, 
without offending God, and violating the laws 
of fociety, refign, or negleét the former, <4 

the 
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the latter’; thefe two fenfes of liberty feem fofar 
to intermix, and ina fort become, one.. 
The human mind is fo framed by its wife au- 
thor, as’ to be greatly fufceptive of difadvanta- 
" geous impreflions in regard to its moral ftate and 
acts of worfhip, from the rettraints of our civil lie 
berty, which mutt be allowed to be an undeni- 
sable argument that fuch reftraints are contrary 
to the will of God. ; 


Of this. the royal Pfalmiit was deeply fenfible, 


and it gave rife to his prayer; contained in the 
other paflage which has been read.—Deliver me 
from the oppreffion of man, fo will I keep thy precepts— 
This is an experimental declaration of one who 
was difpofed to worfhip God and keep his pfe- 
cepts, ofthe extream difliculty of doing fo, 
to any confiderable advantage, while deprived 
of civilliberty, and oppreffed, and borne down, 
by. the fuperior force and cruelty of lawlefs per 
fecutors. 
The cafe of our venerable New-England fore- 
fathers, who fuffered fo much at home, in the 
reign of James the ‘firft, was in many refpects 
fimilar to this, and-an exemplification of the truth 
of it, Things did not pafs well with them, ei- 
ther in church or ftate; they were treated ,-with 
rigour, and denied the liberty of the Gofpel, and 
the enjoyment of the ordinances of God in thew 
purity, by laws and mandates from both. 

~--Mr. Robinfon’s church in particular, the feed 
whence this church grew, and many others 
_ have fince branched, “ was extremely harrafled ; 
‘fome caft into prifon, fome befet in their houfes, 
and fome forced to leave their farms, and fami- 
lies”; as has been witnefled by one, who was.no 
{mall 


(4 
, fevall fharer in their fufferings, both-in. old Eng- 

land, and New. . hae RRbT <i 
And to their pious zeal, ‘love of ‘hberty,« and 
magnanimity is it chiefly owing, under the fmiles 
‘and a. of providence, that the wilds of 
. America are now fo immenfely occupied by ci- 
vilized ‘and chriftian inhabitants. as 
The royal Pfalmift had before prayed, in the 
verfe preceeding our text, againft all inward hin- 
drance of duty and obedience; {uch as arofe 
from evil inclination, and corrupt aflections;— 

der my fteps in thy word, fays he, ana Jet hot 
“any iniquity have dominion over me. 
_, But fenfible of another, and common tempta- 
tion to ‘tranfgreflion, and the neglect of God, he 
prays againft ‘this alfo in’ the *text;—Deliver me 
Srom the opprefion of man; fo will I keep thy pre- 
- Cepts. 
This he confiders as a:great outward. impedi- 
ment in the way of his duty; but at the fame 
time he was fo well perfwaded of the difpofition 
“of his own heart, as to think if it was but remo- 
ved, and he was delivered out of the hands of 
“them that opprefled him, he fhould go on in an 
even chearful courfe of obedience to the precepts 
of God; though under his prefent circumftan- 
ces, from the:reftraint of his liberty, it was im- 
poflible for him to doit, according to his mind 
and confcience. 
If we take into confideration the effects _pro- 
|» duced by oppreffion in the human mindj—the 
evil confequences of it to fociety, and the abate. 
ments of happinefs it occafions to individuals ; 
_ or confult the facred oracles, and the feveral dif. 
penfations of God towards mankind ; we thall 
find 


(Cast y 
find thatit has been his defign all along, to: dif 
countenance oppreflion in its various forms, and 
encourage’ and promote liberty in the world, ~ 

From our natural. notions of the divine chas 
racter, befides what weare taught by revelation, 
it may be argued, that the communication of 
happinef$, in co-incidence with his’ own glory, 
was the great end propofed by God in the crea- 
tion of man. fi 

He defigned we fhould be happy in both 
worlds ; and accordingly by our internal frame 
and furniture, and outward enjoyments, we are 
provided with all the materials that are ‘necef- 
fary for this purpofe; we are conitituted with 
liberty, as well to exercife and improve our ra- 
tional faculties, as to make ufe of the bleflings 
and liberalities of providence. 

By the principle of liberty, which is the {pring 
and animation of our rational exertions, we main- 
fain our fupremacy among the creatures of this 
lower world, which otherwife would annoy us ; 
and by it we tafte the fweets of the good things 
of life, and improve in piety and virtue, in 
divine and focial affeétions, in natural and moral 
{cience, andin all thofe arts and accomplifhments, 
which perfeét and adorn human nature, and make 
men happy. 

Itis, however, fubject to great impediment and 
diminution, from various caufes, but from none 
more, except our own lufts, than the oppreffions 
of our fellowmen. Ses: sgh 

‘ Though the devil is the grand tyrant of man- 
kind, yet if we refift him, he will fee from _us‘5, 


_ but the oppreflion of man may be fo eftablifhed, 


and triumphant, as to admit no hope, either of 
overcoming it by our own itrength, or efcaping 
out of its hands. ; And 
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“And when: this is the cafe, it produceth the 
wort effects in the human mind. It breaks its 
force, enervates and obfcures its faculties, cramps 
the {pirits, deftroys emulation, and {naps the 
finews of “every exalted and virtuous defign. 
‘>The te 8s, and difpofitions of men. are. 
firangely vitiated and changed: by opprefiion. 
The. brave. and/enterprifing gtow irrefolute and 
{piritlefS—the {ocial and human, tura fullen, un- 
feeling: and vicious—the wicked pafs on to high. 
er degrees of enormity, and the righteous decay ; 
obftructed in their courfe of obedience, they be- 
come ‘heartlefs and unimproving. 
- The bleffings of life—the, means of natural, ci- 
vil and moral improvements— the peace and tran- 
quility of fociety, and the profpects of future 
happinefs, are greatly difturbed and diminifhed 
by: it. And when it is. carried to its extream, 
and begets confirmed flavery, like foil: prepared. 
_ to invigorate its proper feed, itis productive of 
many: {pecies of vice: Falthoods, thefts, and in- 
temperance grow out of it ; which is a demonftra- 
tive proof that the benevolent Creator never for- 
med the human nature for oppreflion, or origi- 
nally defigned it fhould be-fubjeét to it. 
: On the contrary, it is introduced at the door 
of fin ; and is, at once, promoted by the general 
depravity, and promotive of it. 
~ Whereas liberty is innate, and original; the 
plant of our heavenly Father; liable indeed, like 
> other original principles to neglect or abufe from 
-ourfelves and others ; but under proper nurture 
_and guidance, capable of accomplifhing noble and 
beneficent purpofes, 
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_ Poffeffed of it, men are, in a moral fenfe, fub- 
jects of the divine agency, capable of per{wafi- 
on, of being actuated by motives, and by thofé 
influences from on high, which are adapted to 
their make and circumftances ; and of being led 
to acquire, and fupport the character of religion 
and virtue. ale 
They may be animiated by it, to the nobleft 
purfuits and higheft attainments; to grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift ; to fecure their beft intereft 
here, and to cultivate in their fouls thofe difpo- 
fitions and graces, which lay the foundation of 
future happinefs, et ; 
But deprived of liberty, oppreffed, and enfla- 
ved, men not only fink below the primitive ftand- 
ard of humanity ; but even that. which has 
been ‘erected in confequence of the original tranf- 
greflion. They become ftupid, and. debafed in 
ipirit, indolent and groyeling, indifferent to. all 
valuable improvement, and hardly capable of any. 
How much then does it concern mankind to 
preferve, and cherifh the {pirit of liberty !—it is 
their crown and diadem ; and effential to human 
happineis. ; 
May the body of the people in thefe colonies, 
in imitation of our renowned fore-fathers, thofe 
free born fpirits, thofe brave chriftian Heroes, who , 
in the true fpirit of liberty, and for the fake of 
worfhipping God according to confcience, for- 
.fook their native fhores, and fled from the iron” 

hand of oppreflion, tothe remote and dark regi- 
ons of America, be always ready to adopt every 
felf-denying meafure, and call forth every magna- 
nimous exertion, that may be found neceflary, 
to extricate themfelves, from their prefent poli- 
if c ; * tical 
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tical evils, and continue the enjoyment of the 
blefling of liberty, in this new world. Ne 

And may we all have wifdom to improve it, 
for the advantageous purpofes it is calculated to 
accomplifh, in the diligent and faithful ftudy of 
the holy Scriptures, and in cultivating the uni- 
“verfal temper of prety and humanity ; hereby en- 
larging the foundation, both of our prefent and 
future happinefs : For fo is the will of God, that 
with well doing ye may put to filence the igno- 
rance of foolifh men ; as free, and not ufing your 
liberty for acloke of malicioufnefs, but as the 
fervants of God. 

Liberty is the grand prefervative of public {pi- 
rit, and incentive to private virtue. How far 
foever the fpirit of liberty has been, and ftill is 
crufhed and borne down by mighty tyrants, the 
mimrods of the earth, it is happy for mankind 
that fome of it yet remaineth in the world. 

To this invigorating principle, are chiefly to be 
attributed thole high advances in natural and 
moral philofophy, and thofe ufeful difcoveries.in 
civil and common life, which go far towards im- 
proving and embellifhing human nature. 

_ “© If, fays a fine writer, elegance comes fhort 
of the juft ftandard, and is not yet arrived at its 
proper maturity, human life muft neceffarily be 


deprived of the enjoyment of many convenien- 


cies, of which it is capable, and the manners of 
mankind muft incline towards fiercenefs and fu- 
peritition. If carried no farther than the juft li- 
mit, it produces a more commodious method of 
living, gives rife to the invention of many true 
refinements, heightens the fplendor and magnifi- 
cence of fociety, tends to render mankind focial 
and humane, begets mildnefs and moderation in 

the 
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the tempers and a¢ctions of men, and helps to ba- 
nifh ignorance and fuperftition out of the world: 
and thus far it contributes to the perfection e 
human fociety”. : 

Liberty is requifite to the growth of every good 
feed in a commonwealth. -{ 

». While men are free they have fuitable encou 
ragement and fpirit to improve in the arts of 
commerce and government, as well as thofe of 
common life—they inveitigate new arts, and’ cul- 
tivate the old—they contrive methods of juft re. 
finement—they ftudy how errors may be rectifi- 
ed, and defects fupplied, and how things of réal 
ufe may be perfected, and rendered ‘more excely 
lent—they go the round oftheir daily occupati- 
ons-with alacrity, and review their enjoyments 
with pleafure, and thus enterprize great ichemes 
for the good of fociety. 

Par from confining their views to theit own 
times, and the emoluments of the prefent age, or 
the narrow circle of a few in any, they extend 
them to future periods, and lay foundations of 
improvement and magnificence for generations 
yet unborn. ' 

Animated by the fpirit of liberty, men are led 
to attempt great things, in the day of fmall 
things ; and according to their limited and- very 
imperfect capacity and manner, to imitate the 
works of God himfelf ; to whom a thoufand years 
are as one day, “ Who hasan immenfely large, 
progreffive fcheme, confifting of many under parts, 
and intermediate fteps ; all placed in-their pro- 
per periods, and each rifing upon the paft, 
and the whole conducted in that regular. gentle 
gnanner, which is bet fuited to the moral govern- 
ment of a world of intelligent free agentsy and 
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moft becoming a Being of infinite wifdom, and 
goodnefs”’. ; * 
_ From fuch hints, which will probably be more 
largely confidered by fome fucceflor, may be 
juftly argued, that God made man to be free ; 


Oppreilion and tyranny began to work in 
garly ages, in the perfon and family of Cain, 
and {pread abroad its baneful influence, and 

_ pernicious effects among men ; and when at 
 Iength, by the unlawful mixtures of Scth’s fa- 
_ mily with his elder brothers, the whole world 
became corrupt ; and injuttice, tyranny, and 
_ Oppreffion prevailed ; God manifefted his difplea- 
_ fure againft thofe giants in wickednefs, by.invol- 
_ ving the whole human race, eight perions excep- 
_ ted, in one common. ruin. 
ie The miraculous deliverance of the children of 
atl the Egyptian Bondage, is a very 
| ignal initance of God’s appearing in favour of 
| liberty, and frowning on tyrants;and it fhews 
how much heregards the rights of his people, 
and in how exemplary a manner, hard hearted 
tyrants, and mercilefs oppreffors, fometimces feel 


| ) FS vengeance, : 
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He had pity on his people, toiling in the fer. 
vice, and for the benefit of itrangers, and groan- 
ing under the unreafonable weight of their bur. 
dens ; and he came down and fet them free. 

It ought not to be forgotten, that this was 
done, at a time, and in a manner peculiarly cal- 
culated and intended, to bea terror and warn 
ing to the remoteft nations, and all future ops 
preflors. 

In what ftrains of paternal tendernefs, on the 
one hand, and indignation on the ‘other, is the 
divine Being reprefented as fpeaking, on_ this oc: 
cafion ? [have furely feen the afli€tiom of my peo. 
ple, which are in Egypt,"and have heard their cry, 
by réafon of theit tafk-nrafters $ for | know their 
forrows, and Iam come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the’ Egyptians. 

The fame thing is further conirmed by the 
nature of the civili government of the Fews. 

After they had been delivered out of the houfe 
of bondage, God faw fit to inftitutea certain 
form of mixed government among them, under 
which they were to be reftored to the knowledge 
and pra¢tice of true religion, and the’ poffeffion 
of their natural rights. and liberties. ‘This form 
was propoled to the confideration of ‘the people; 
and they gave their full confent to it, andit 
was in all refpects.a free government. as 

The {pirit of liberty breathed in every part, 
and was fupported, defended, and promoted, by 
its whole conftitution. 

Wile. laws were enacted for the prefervation 
of Liberty, and the adminiftration of Juftice 
through the whole nation, and“ as their Jands 
were to. defcend to their pofterity, and were 
alicnable but for a limited time, a proper and 

natural 
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ingup the balance of power among the feve- 
Tal tribes, the fecurity of the liberty of the bo- 
a a the people, and the rights of each indivi- 
,. From exprefs prohibitions of oppreflion,. and 
_ of the fale of any Ifraelite for a bondman ; from 
the releafe of debtors, the reftoration of lands to 


natural foundation was hereby laid, for keep- 
| 


| fervants on fabbatical years, and times of rejoice- 
| ang celebrated among the Jews, in commemora- 
_ fation of their deliverance out of Egypt, for all 
. which things, particular ftatutes were ordained ; 
_ we. may fee how. admirably their. government 
_ was calculated to keep alive a {pirit of liberty, 
| and infpire them with the love of it. 

At the time of their withdraw from the go- 
vernment oi Jchovah, when they unwifely and 
_ ungratefully defired a change in their political 

 ftate,and to come under the power of earthly 
Kings, God did not forfake them ; but. on the 
contrary, manifefted his concern for their welfare, 
and let them know how far, and in what refpects, 
_ ifthey proceeded, they would be likely to be de- 
_ prived of their liberties, by ordering a defcripti- 
on of the manner of their King to be laid before 
them: He will take your fons and appoint them 
for himfelf ; for his chariots, and to be his horfe- 
| men ; and fome shall run before his chariots— 
_ and he will appoint him captains over thoufands, 
and captain over fifties, and will fet them to car 
his ground, and to reap his harveft, and to make 
his inftruments of war, and inftruments of his 
chariots ; and he will take your daughters to be 
confeétionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers-—- 
and he will take your fields, and your vine- 
|) yards, and your olive yards, even the belt of them, 
2 alyc 


_ their original owners, the general freedom of 
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and give them to his fervants ; and he will take 
the tenth of your feed, and of your vineyards, 
and give to his officers and to his fervants, and ‘he 
will take your men fervants, and your maid fer- 
vants, and your goodlieft young men, and your 
affes, and put them to his work, he will take the 
tenth of your theep, and ye fhall-be his fervants. 
This is not a defcription of what their Kings 
would have any right or juft authority to do; 
but of what their practice would be; if, as they 
requefted, they had a King like the other nations ; 
unmindful of the common good, the only end of 
_ tivilauthority, they would treat their fubjetts in- 
‘juriouily, and makeufe ofthem and of their wealth 
for their own aggrandifement and evil defign, 
divefting them of that liberty, which they fo hap- 
pily enjoyed, under their former government. 

The evident traces of the fpirit of liberty, dif- 
coverable in the writings of the fucceeding Pro- 
phets, and running through them ; the frequent 
denunciations of the divine judgments againft ty- 
rants, and oppreffors, the names and images by 
which they characterife them, their predictions of 
their final overthrow, and of a time approaching 
before the end of the world, when righteoufnefs 
and peace, truth and liberty, and happinefs fhall 
prevail, are other undeniable proofs of God’s care 
to uphold the canfe of liberty, and his purpofe to 
render it finaily triumphant over all the tyrants 
of the earth ; thofe' beafts and dragons, as the Pro- 
phets call them, that is, deceivers and deftroy- 
ers of mankind. 

The ancient Prophets were endowed with plen- 
tiful meafures of the {pirit of liberty ; their breafts 
| glowed with the facred flame, and they had 2 
_ jut fenfe of its neceflity to promote improve- 
| ‘ments both in acivil and religious view. Far from 
thinking 
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thinking it. a proftitution of their facred office, 
they on the contrary, confidered it as part of the 
duty of it, to give their voice in favour of liber- 
ty, and {peak as. they often did, in the fevereft 
language, and warmedft ftrains of indignant clo- 
quence againft oppreflive powers and domineer- 
ing tyrants. “s 

If we will now look into the writings of the 
new teftament, we fhail find that they are friend- 
ly to the caufe of liberty. . 

In the moft perfect fenfe of it, intending free- 
dom from the bondage of fatan and our own lufts, 
it was the great object of Chrift’s undertaking ; 
and agreeably He applied to himtelf what had 
been long before teftified of Him, by the fpirit of 
prophecy—the fpirit of the Lord is upon me, be! 
caufe he hath anointed me to preach the gofpel to 
the poor, He hath fent me to heal the broken 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering fight to the blind, to fet at liberty them 
that are bruifed. It is faid that the law of the 
fpirit of life in Chrift Jefus, maketh free from the 
law of fin and death ; and if the Son make us 
free, we fhall be free indeed. 

?Tis allowed that when Chrift was in the world 
working out the redemption of finners, He did 
not fay many things concerning civil govern. 
ment and poltical liberty : Freedom of a far more 
important nature employ’d his time and thoughts : 
and his filence in this regard, has been turned 
into an argument by fome, that the minifters of 
religion depart from the duty of their office, and 
actout of character, when in any ftate of our public 
affairs, they make fuch matters fubjects of their 
difcourfes from the pulpit, or even in private 
converiation. But befides other fubftantial things 

that 
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that might be replied, it ought to be remember. 
ed, that the Prophets before, and ‘the Apofiles 
after him, were not fo fparing ; and this I think 
is.a folid proof, either that his filence was not in- 
tended as an example, or that fome of the infpir- 
edeApoltles at leaft mifunderttood it 

There. were f{pecial prudential reafons: why 
Chrift, till He had’ finifhed the work of his minr- 
itry, and fulfilled every thing in the fcriptures 
concerning Him, fhould avoid {peaking with any 
degree.of freedom. and opennefs of matters of 
government and the civil liberties of mankind. 
“ The Jews were continually laying” weight for 
fomething ‘to accufe Him of ‘to the’ Romans, 
tempting Him, and trying all methods to draw 
Him into any act, which might be conftrued 
treafon, or difaffection to their government’. 

And confidering the great wickednefs of the 
Jewsin that age, and their particular malignity 
againft Chrilt, together with the ufurpations and 
encroachments of fomé of the roman magiltrates, 
had He faid almoft any thing of civil rights, they 
would have charged Him with fedition and trea- 
jon. For fimilar reafons, He declined any direct 
anfwer, when queltioned about his being the 
Meffiah, and fome other matters ; and “it is hoped 
tuiniiters will not be blamed for treating on the 
mefiiahthip of Chrift, becaufe He himfelf had 
fometumes, good reafons to be cautious. 

But though Chriit did not think proper to de- 
cide-any thing, as. to civil rights in particu’ar 
cafes; yet from what He faid, en feveral occafi- 
ons,..we may learn his fertiments on the fabyeG 
ef liberty, and government in general. 

He not only bore teftimony againft fpiritual 
tyrauny, and the undue claims of power, in the 
Scribes and Pharifees—He not only intimated 
das deteftation of perfecution, when He advifed 
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his Apoitles, to beware of men, and if they per- 
fecuted them in one city to flee to another—He not 
only implicitly cenfured the tyrannies of the Gen- 
tile world, when he faid to his difciples, that the 
princes of the Gentiles exercife dominion over 
them, but it fhall not be fo among you: But 
he fpake of Herod King of Galilee, with a degree 
of feverity, when the Pharifees told him, that he 
would kill him.. He alfo exprefsly commanded 
to render unto Cefar the things’ that are Cefar’s, 
and unto God the things that are God’s; the 
natural fenfe of which precept is this, that men 
fhould give tribute and cuftom, refpect and obe- 
dience, to thofe cloathed with lawfulauthority, 
as far as they are due, and neceflary to anfwer the 
ends of government, but that they are to make 
no encroachments on the things of God, which 
are likewife to be given to him, things pertaining 
to his fervice, appropriated to his worfhip ; the 
rights of confcience and natural rights and 
liberties, which are the donations of his goodneds, 
and neceflary to the prefervation of that peace 
and order, and juftice among men, which He hath 
_ordained., 

In this:precept much is faid in little, relative to 
civil government ; fuch prudence is difplayed, as 
was {ufficient to avoid the fnare that was laid’ for 
Him, and at the fame time, the molt perfect ge- 
neral rule is given for the guidance of magiitratcs 
and people, and rendering focicty happy. 

Among the apoftles, St. Paul in his epiftle to 
the Romans, hath explicitly {poken of civil go- 
vernment, and pointed out the ends of it, the 
duty of magifirates, and the ground of fubmiflion 
to their authority in the moft concife and inftruc- 
tive manner. 

His own. condué, on diverfe occafions, mani- 
felted the fenfe he had both ‘of civil and-religious 
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— fiberty ;it was of a piece with his doctrine, and 
isthe beft comment upon it. : 
There was a remarkable difplay of the fpirit 
of liberty in his behavior, when on a falfe accu- 
{ation, and without legal procefs, he and Silas 
were, by order of the magiftrates, beaten and caft 
into Prifon, and their fect made fait in the ftocks. 
: The magiftrates, terrified by an earthquake, 
font the ferjeants to releafe them, but Paul, 
animated by the fpirit of liberty, even in a goal, 
and fenfible that his rights had been invaded ; 
- infited on a practical. acknowledgment of it, 
from the magiltrates themfelves—Paul faid unto 
them, they have beaten us openly, uncondem- 
ned, being Romans, and have caft us ito prifon $ 
and now do they thruft us out privily ? nay veri- 
ly !—-but let them come themfelves, and fetch 
us out. ; 

‘Uhe ferjeants reported thefe words to the mar 
giftrates, and they feared when they heard they 
were Romans. They knew they had injured 
them by depriving them of liberty, who were as 
free as thenrfelves, and had as good aright to the 
privileges and protection of the roman govern- 
ment ; juft as the Americans, by nature and char- 
ter, are entitled to the fame rights and_ liberties 
as Britons, or as they themfelves would have en- 
joyed, had they been born within the realm of 
England. 

It is, however, hard for exalted characters, who 
have been ufed to have their orders executed, to 
bring. themfelves to make conceflions ; but the 
magitrates were overawed by the earthquake, 
and from other confiderations alfo, they found 
it neceflary to come perfonally, and by entreaties 
make up the matter—they came and befought 
them, and brought them out. 
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_ But it inay be aiked ; wh} was Paul and 
his companion fo obftinate ? why did they not 
come out when the ferjeant came with orders 
to let them go free? Why did they contihue in 
confinement a moment longer than was’ necefla- 
ty ? The Keeper of the prifon, it feems thought 
they would readily embrace the offer, and as he 
had now great realon to efteem them, he ran haf. 
tily with the joyful tidings, and wifhed'them peace, 
~ But they had° good reafon for their conduct ; 
they Knew the value of liberty, and its impor- 
tance to Mankind, and they chofe rather to fuffer 
the cruelty, and ignominy of a goal, a while lon- 
ger, than not bear fufficient teftimony againft fuch 
magiftrates as had unjuftly invaded #t. * 

Their behaviour in this affair may be confider- 
ed, as having refpect to themfelves and others; as 
to themfelves, they were fenfible if they did not 
improve this opportunity, to induce the magiftrates 
who had done the injury to make reparation 3 
other magiftrates would not ‘be fo likdly to -be 
deterred from a fimilar practice, nor thefe fo effec. 
tually prevented from repeating the abufe, and 
perhaps carrying it toa greater extremity, when 
the horrors of the earthquake were gone off. 
And as to other men, whofe welfare they were 
obliged to promote, they knew if they did not 
bring their oppreffors to acknowledge the injuftice 
they had been guilty of, in denying them the 
liberties of Romans, they fhould fet an exathple 
of ill influence to all who might afterwards be 
opprefled; and encourage magiftrates to go any 
Jengths in this ill treatment of fubjects. But if 
they brought them toa praétical nullifying of 
this inftance of oppreffion, their example would, 
be likely to be beneficial to mankind in future time, 
and induce them under fimilar abufes to tread in, 


ir fteps, and fo maintain liberty in the world. 
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Paul and Silas therefore, ike men acquainted 
with. their own, and. the rights of fociety, a&ted 
this noble part, for the promotion and eftablifh- 
ment of the caufe of liberty. * 3 

No man was ever more tender of his liberties, 
Or more defirous to continue fuch rich bleffings in 
the world than the apoftle Paul. 

‘Ata time whem the chief captain had ordered 
him to be examined by {courging, and they were 
birding him with thongs for that purpole, with 
what independence of mind did he demand of 
the centurion,«ls it lawful for you to, fcourge 
2 man that isa Roman, and uncondemmned ? 

And when the fame officers on being inform- 
ed of his afluming the freedom of Rome, doubt- 
ing his claim, obferved that it was with 2 great 
fam he hinfelf had obtained this freedom ; how 
did Paul affert his own pre-eminence,—but I was 
free born. a 4 oe 

‘Aud afterwards, having fallen.anto_ the hands 
of the high prieit; who as he was pleading’ his 
caufe, commanded him to be {mitten on the | 
mouth; with whata manly fpirit of refentment 
did he reply, God fhall {mite thee, thou whited 
wall, for fitteft thou to judge me after the law, 
and commande me to be {mitten contrary to 
the law? Soon after, indeed, he recalled the re- 
proachful language tiling. the high Prieft.a whi- 
ted wall, and faid he wift not that he was the 
high prieft, but henever retracted the fenfe \he 
had of the illegal indignity that was offered him, 
nor his zeal againft {uch rulers as contradicted 
the end of their office. . es, ah 

When he was brought before Felix at one 
time, and Feftus, and King Agrippa at anothcr, 
he made his defence with the fame free and in- 
trepid {pirit He yielded no rights, he refigned,no 
liberties into the hands of any man, however 
cloathed 
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cloathed with authority, but:he was always fub- 
miffive to magiftrates acting in their line, and rea- 
dy to be governed and judged by the law. 

If it fhould be enquired why-thefe inftances of 
Paul’s conduét relative to civil liberty are handed 
down to us, fince it was his chief bufinefs to-in- 
ftruét men in the great doctrines and duties of -re- 
ligion ; it may be faid, that among other reafons, 
which I need not mention, a probable one is, to 
let us know, the fenfe he had of the: connectien 
between religious and civil liberty, ‘and that the 
former cannot be expected to exilt, but upon the 
bafis of the latter. 

~The conduct and difcourfes of the Apoftles, 
whenever they had occafion to {peak of civil liz 
berty, were always friendly to its caufe, and a re- 
proof of tyranny and ufurpation ; —the great 
principle which they ever acted from themielves, 
and inculcated on others was, that we: ought to 


_ obey God rather than man. 


Although agreeable to what their Lord had 


| faid, they looked on themfelves and all chriftians, 

as belonging to a fociety totally different from-ci- 
vil fates, fubjeéts ofa kingdom which. is not 
_ of this world; yet as the-free exercife of the 
external offices of this peculiar kingdom, mutft 
in fuch a world as this, and among fuch: inhabi- 
tants, greatly depend on the equity, impartiality 
and freedom of civil government, and as in this 
| refpect it was more, and in every laudable world- 


ly refpect, as much the intercit of chriftians, as 


| of other men, to live under fuch a government, 
| they made confcience as ’tis natural to fuppofe 
they would, of fpeaking and acting on proper 
-occafions, in 2 manner that had a tendency to re- 
commend it to mankind. 


Civil liberty, which itfelf is an objec of great 


moment, is fometimes fpoken of by the facred 
} psnmen, 
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penmen, in both teftaments, for its own fake's at 
other times on the account. of its falutary influ- 
ence and effects on religious liberty. ators 
* Enough has been faid-by the ancient Prophets, 
and by Chrilt and the Apoltles, to convince us that 
‘they had a moft- tender regard for the natural 
and civil rights of mankind,.and an abhorrence 
of all {piritual. tyranny. and domination, . .. . 

Chrift has toldsus that the. members. of _his 
mytftical body, the church, are brethren—there are 
tobe no matters among them—no authority ex- 
ercifed over the. faith or confcicnces of any—one 
is our mafter, even Chrift. Se 

The Apoftle Peter, who was himfelf an elder, 
hath itrictly prohibited the elders of the flock, 
lording it over God’s heritage. 

And whoever are guilty of fuch ufurpation, 
though dignified among men, and diftinguifhed 
by the epithets of right reverend, and even: his 
Holinefs, are liable to. the reproof adminiftred b 
‘the: Prophet to.the ancient thepherds of Ifrael.; wo 
be to the fhepherds of Ifracl that do feed . them. 
felves.; thould not the fhepherds feed the flock Pye 
cat the fat, and ye cloath you with the wool, ye 
Kill them that are fed ; but ye feed not the flock, 
thedifeafed have ye not ftrengthned, neither have ye 
healed that which was fick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have ye bro’t 
again that which was driven away, neither have 
ye fought that which was loft; but with force 
and with cruelty have ye ruled them. : ; 

At the time St. Paul had occafion to ufe friend- 
ly feverity, at leaft with fome of the Corinthians, 
he exprefsly difclaimed dominion over their faith, 
alligning this good reafon for it, by faith ye ftand. 

Had we time to confider more largely the -na- 
ture and genius of the religion of the Bible, its 

various 


¥aridus requirements, and the principles, affetti. 
‘ons and duties it enjoins ; the divine regards both 
to civil and religious liberty, and God’s intention 
to promote it among men, would appearin a 
ftrong and irrefiftable point of: light. 
“Phat temper and’ condu&—that love of God 
‘and ‘man, and thofe divine and’ focial virtues, 
every where recommended; particularly that imi- 
tation of Chrift, or correfpondence of heart and 
| dife ‘to his example, which are effential parts of 
his veligion; “are admirably. calculated to fecure 
the natural -and-religious rights and liberties of 
mankind, and put an endto the miferies of op- 
‘preffion and ‘tyranny.° ‘ 


“Chrift not ‘only det us an: example of  uni- 
yerfal benevolence, but of the love of our coun- 
try as confiftent with it; like a true -patriot he 
had'a peculiar concern for the welfare of his own 
nation, and fpent his life ‘in the moft bencfi- 
‘cent adtions among them, and ‘he could not call 
to mind the calamities he knew they were about 
to fuffer in confequence of their obftmacy and 
unbelief, but with the tendereft emotions of com- 
paffion and grief. 

And fo far as men partake of his fpirit, and 
are actuated by the principles of his religion, be 
they magiltrates or fubjects, they sill be led toa 
behaviour tending to iupport the general caufe 
‘of liberty, and the particular/freedom and prof- 
“perity of their: own country. - es 
| . It was, indeed, the great intention of Chri, 
! to introduce men into aftate of fpiritual liber- 
| ty; that being made free from fin, and become 
: fervants to God, they might have their fruit 
| unto holinefs, and the end everlafting hie; but 
| as his religion is formed to produce this effect, 
by reinforcing doctrines and principles, Pe 
; Me 
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have a tetdency, to fubdue thofe lufts and cor 
ruptions that enflave the mind, and to influence 
men to practife thofe virtues in which the free- 
dom of the foul confifts ;and as the affiftances 
and. co-operations of the divine fpirit are provi- 
ded to break the yoke of fatan and replace our 
fouls in a ftate of moral ftrength and freedom, 
which is the pureft and moft perfect idea and 
condition of freedom we are capable of ; fo in 
virtue of the fame influence and tendency, his 
religion contributes to the prefervation and efta- 
blifhment of liberty in civil and religious focie- 
ties. For, in proportion as the minds of individu- 
als are made free from fin, and the virtues of 
the Gofpel are practifed ; oppreflion and tyranny 
mutt ceafe, and liberty revive and prevail every 
where, both in church and ftate. 

May therefore a deep fenfe of religion imprefs 
the minds, and influence the condué of all men! 
and thofe happy times, we are taught to ex- 
pect, come on! when the power of oppreffion 
fhall be banifhed from the world; and a King 
fhall reign and profper, who fhall execute judg- 
ment, and juitice in the earth ; and there fhall be 
nothing to hurt or deftroy in all God’s holy 
mountain. me 

ft only remains that we make a few reflect. 
ons, or inferences from what has been difcour- 
fed, and conclude with them. : 

Firlt, We fee what reafon we have to admire 
and adore the wifdom and goodnefs of God, 
in conftituting a religion for us, which, while it 
provides for the moral liberty of our fouls, and 
our everlafting happinefs in another world; 
hath not been unmindful of the rights of con- 
fcience, and the civil liberties of fociety, in_ this. 

Liberty is the fpirit and genius of the facred 
writings ; the great thing aimed at in them, is 
to 
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to make men free from fin ; to deliver them out 
of bondage to their lufts, and procure and efta- 
blith the moral freedom of their minds. 

,, But though this be their main objet, yet as 
liberty in ahy important fenfe, civil or religious, 
is friendly to the caufe of godlinefs, ftands in con- 
nection with it, and has its influence into the 
fpiritual freedom of the foul; they have taken 
care by enjoining felf government, the generous 
aflections and a righteous behaviour towafds men 4 
to provide for this kind of liberty inhuman fociéty. 

A juit regaid for the authority of the infpired 
word, will moit effectually fecure and promote it. 

As far as the liberty of mankind has been im- 
paired, and their rights invaded, and oppreffion 
and tyranny have prevailed in any kingdom or 
nation on earth ; fo far has there been a repug- 
hance to, and a departure from the true {pirit of 
the holy fcriptures. ‘ 

The religion of the Bible hath a regard to 
our benefit in ‘both worlds, it confifis of fuch 
principles, duties and virtues, as are adapted to the 
human nature and circumftances ; itis fo contri- 
ved as to deliver us from the vaflalage of “our 
fufts, and the oppreflion of man, by the fame di- 
| ‘Vine energy—it forms our tempers to the re- 
© femblance of God, and difpofes us for the fub- 
_ dime exercifes, and refined enjoyments of his hea. 
venly Kingdom ; at the fame time, and by the 
fame means, that it promotes our .beft intcreft, - 
peace and quietnefs on earth—godlinefs hath the 
promife of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to’ come. : 

This is a confideration that demands our war- 
meft gratitude; and while our hearts are enlar- 
ged, and our mouths filled with the praifes wf 
God for fo rich and ineftimable a blefling ; may 
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it be our care to devote ourfelves forever. to his 
farvice ; and improve our religious advantages, 
according to their gracious defiga and tendency, 
for the promotion both of our prefent and future 
happinefs. : 

Secondly ; Ifreligion is eminently productive 
of liberty, and the fecurity. of it ; we are led, 
from the remarkable difplay of liberty in the 
great undertaking of our fore-fathers, to- forma 
favourable judgment of their religion, and to 
believe it was pure and undefiled, and according 
to knowledge, in oppofition to enthufiaftic rant 
and fanaticilim. here have been indeed, many 
inftances of the love of liberty among a people, 
whofe religion has been ng other than pagan ; 
and no marvel ; it is a natural paflion, capable 
however, of being ftrengthened by religion ; and — 
is ufually the ftrongeft, where religion is the 
pureft and the moft divine. 

Netwithftanding the names of our illuftrious 
anceltors have been traduced, and their religion 
quettioned, and even vilified by. fome, as. the 
ravings of a difordered mind, or the effeéts. of 
ignorance and fuperftition, an abufe which few 
elcaped who were diltinguithed by the name of 
puritans ; yet the charitable as well as probable 
opinion is, that they were men of real. picty 
and godlinefs ; and that like David of old, they , 
défired to get out of the hands of their oppref- 
fors, that they might have more liberty to keep 
God’s precepts, and worthip and ferve him ac. 
cording to the light of their own conicienges. 

I am not fenfible of any bias, though I* would 
not be too confident, from an undue veneration 
for antiquity, or for the fuperior knowledge and 
difcernment of them whom we commonly call the 
Fathers ; but with refpeé to the fathers of New- 
England, the more J am acquainted with their hit 
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tory and minutely enquire into their religion and 
morality, and particular behaviour towards the 
natives ot this land, the greater reafon have I to 
be perfwaded, that their religion was derived from 
the fountain of truth, and therefore real and fub- 
ftantial. 
Tt appears to have had the marks of divinity 
upon jt, and ta have been founded on the pro- 
per bafis of all religion—the love of God ; and 
that charity to man, that bond of peace and of 
all virtues, made a very confpicuous part of it. 
At the time of our Fathers abandoning their 
native country, many things were out of order 
in the ftate, and they hadreafon to complain of | 
the too arbitrary and undue exercife of the pow- 
ers of government. But their chief motive in 
it was religion ; freedom of worfhipping God 
ereeably to the rule of his word, and the dictatcs ' 
of their own minds. é 
Religion was precious in their eyes ; they were 
-willing to leave houfes and lands, and many dear 
and valuable pofleffions, for the fake of enjoying 
it in its purity. But they were men, and like 
other good men they were liable to, and had their 
failings ; its well they had no more. 
| When we recollect the cruel treatment they 
met with from their brethren at home, and their 
: » fufferings abroad; the difficulties and perils of 
their voyage, and the many hardfhips and dan- 
: gers they encountered after they had arrived, in 
| this feafon of the year, to thefe dark and unfriend- 
Ty fhores ; their unfhaken fortitude and patient 
: fatferin of affli€tion in the caufe of religion, fill 
our minds with equal pleafure and aftonifhment. 
We ought doubtlefs to confider it, as an argu- 
ment of the love of God ruling in their hearts, 
and of his grace abiding with them, and fupport- 
ing them with the ftedfaft hope of good things 
to 
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to come; that under fuch tryals, their {pirits were 


‘not broken, and their. tempers fonred to diltraft, 


peevifhnefs and vice. 

It may, I believe, be juftly affirmed, that their 
devotednefs to God and his caufe, their regard: 
for the holy fcriptures, and love of the truth as 
it is in Jefus, their faithtulnefs to them{elves and 
pofterity, and their afliduous care and endeavours 
to trani{mit their religion uncorrupted, and. their 
liberties unimpaired to remoteft ages ; aré to be 
equalled but by few inftances, and perhaps fur- 
pailed by none, fince thé days of in{piration. 

Their hiftory, if faithfully. recorded, wall thine 
with a peculiar luftre, in the annals of the church, 
down to its lateft period in this militant fate. 

To us efpecially, who are entered on their la. 
bours, as our natural inheritance, and who, till 
of late years, have largely partaken of the happy 
fruits of their virtuous fufferings, and many toils, 
both. in church and ftate; and believe we fhall 
again partake of them ; their names are jufily ve- 
nerable : But we intend no more than a decent — 
expreflion of filial refpect, when on this anniver- 
fary, wetheir children, rifeup, and call them blefied. 

Theit example, however, as far as it was. for- 
med, by the love of- religion and liberty, and the 
grace of God that was in them, ought to be 
regarded by us, and improved for the more per- 
fect accomplifhing of their great and pious defigns, 

In this view, we cannot but approve the late 
conduct of the town of Plymouth, in devoting the. 
anniverfary of our fore-fathers landing here, toa. 
religious ufe, and a grateful recollection of the 
care of providence, in bringing about {fo memo- 
rable an event. 

Much benefit, if I miftake not, both to ours 
felves, and pofterity, may grow out of the de- 


fign ; if it be but obferved with fobriety, and 
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temperance, as a civil and religious fefiivity, and 
not fuffered to degenerate into carnal mirth, 
and the works of darknefs. 

Thirdly—We learn that no man in communi- 
ty, of any rank or character whatever, can be 
uninterefted in the caufe of liberty ; or lawfully 
neglect it; much lefs make ufe of his influence 
in oppofing and bearing it down... 

It isa common -caufe, and the right of nature, 
Every man that is born into the world, as Mr, 
Lock, that prince of philofophers hath faid, “ is 

born to it,” and every member of civil and 
| religious fociety has an unalienable title to, and. 
concern in it ; and is bound by the moft facred 
and indjfloluble ties, in a juft exertion of his abix 
| lities and by every adequate method, to fpread® 
the love of it among mankind, and detend it, 
| againft tyrants and oppreflors. 

“This obfervation comes with too felf-evident 
| clearnefs, and force, to the reafon of man, ta 
,admit of avowed oppofition from any, but yet — 
in the political difputes in which we are at pre- 
fent, unhappily involved with our fellow fubjects 
at home, there are fome in the midit of us, and 
hard: as itmay be tobelieve it, fuch as are defeended 
' from our worthy anceftors, wo froma milappre- 
' henfion of the nature and juit extent of the mi- 
) nifterial office, have pretended ta deny it, in res 
gard to the clergy in particular ; and have uied 
fome feeble and uncouth attempts to wrelt, it 
Pout of their hands. The conduct however, of 
|) the holy Prophets and Apottles, the firm and 
) open fpirit | with which they delivered their fen- 
| timents, on the fubject of liberty, and bare tefti- 
mony againft lawlefs oppiedlors, though igno- 
“yantly paffed over by them, will be difcerned by 
others, to afford example to the ordinary mi- 
Haifters ef religion, and authorife them, in their 
public 


i 

hal 
a 
i 


Be 88, 


public and private addrefles to uf their influ. 
ence, if any they have, in fupporting and che- 
npn the caufe of liberty. 

This is not barely a right that may be exer- 
cifed or negleéted at pleafure, but the duty of all 
ranks of men in fociety ; no one #s, or can be, ex- 
empted. Liberty is the caufe of all, and all fhould 
be ready to fpend, and be {pent in its fervice. 

Political apoftates, and other paricides will not 
indeed admit, though they cannot deny fuch doc- 
trine ; it were to be wifhed there was no occaficn 
to fay that their unexampled behaviour, in this 
day of anxiety and conteft, when the rights of 
all the colonies are the ftake, is too manifeftly 
calculated according to the weight of its influ. 
ence, tocut up the liberties of America by the 
roots, and cool the pafiion, and obfeure the fenfe — 
of them in the breafts of their fellow country- 
men. At the fame time, ftrange to relate! Th 
fondly aflume, and by affuming prophane’ the — 
refpectable chara@ers of loyalty and friends to | 
government! Solicitous to hide from the world, | 
and if poffible from themfelves, their unhallowed 
views of ambition and ‘avarice, under the cover 
of venerable forms, as the gtand apoftate {pirit. 
himielf is fometimes transformed into an angel of 
light, to accomplith the baneful defigns of the 
kingdom of darknefs. Notwithitanding, when 
they fhall make their cordial fubmiffions to their 
much injured country, and feek reconciliation 
with it, we may forgive, but it will be a hard | 
thing to forget their crimes. ' 

Fourthly, As liberty is the right of nature, 
confirmed to us by revelation, and effential to our. 
happinefs, we ought to be deeply humbled tin. 
der the tokens of the divine refentments, in faf. 
fering fo great an adverfityto befal us, as that of. 
being obliged te contend for it in eppofition to | 

meafures 
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meafures contrived to deprive us of fo rich a 
Dlefling. 

~ When the righteous providence of God, whick 
in the friendlets and defencelefs ftate of our pious 
anceftors, condefcended to be their fun and fhield, 
the vigilant and almighty guardian of their per- 
fons, families and rights, hath feen it neceflary 
to correct the growing infidelity, immorality and 
prophanencfs of their degenerate offspring, by 
permitting a thick cloud to gather over our heads, 
and invelope the American colonies in darknefs ; 
fome humiliating reflections ought to intermix 
with the joy and gratitude of the day. 

We juitity the ways of providence in all that 
is come upon us—the Lord hath done right, but 
we have done wickedly—our fins have been the 
procuring moral caufe of the Judgments we feel, 
and we ought to be humble betore God, and re- 
pent and amend our ways and doings; but yet 
with regard. to man, we are greatly injured, we 
have reafon to complain, and may juttly aflert 
our rights, and maintain our caufe againit them. 

Amore grievous misfortune however, could 
not befal us than this ; we deeply lament it ! We 
deprecate acontention with the parent ftate ! It 
is the burdea of America, and under the weight 
of it we areall ready to enquire with anxious 
hearts, watchman, what of the night ? watch- 
man, what of the night? is there any good 
news from. our mother country ? any thing 
toraife the hopes of our own? can America en- 
ertain expectations from britifh jufticeor paren- 
talfympathy ofa deliverance out of herdiftrefles. 

In a fituation fo gloomy, let us commit our 
_ caufe unto him who judgeft righteonfly, and litt 
up our heartt to God in the heavens, in earneft 
prayer and fupplication—truftin him at all mes 
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oh ye people, pour out your hearts before him, 

Our expectation is from God. He is our falvation 
and our glory, the rock of our ftrength, and our 
refuge is in God. 

_ The great affairs of ftates and kingdoms, are 
fubject to his controul arid governance. He chan- 
Beth times and feafons ; the hearts of Kings and 
of all men are in his hands, and He turneth them 
as rivers of water are turned. In the midf of our 
perplexity and fear, then let us look to God, who 
is high above all nations, and whofe glory is 
above the heavetis ; and may we all as one man, 
break off our fins by repentance, and our iniqui- 
ties by turning to the Lord ; if we will thus pe- 
nitently betake ourfelves to him, though He 
hath fmitten us, He will bind us up ; his going 
forth is prepared as the morning, and He fhall 
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former 
fain, unto the éarth. 

Fifthly, Confidering that the rights and liber-. 
ties of the colonies are fo important bleflings, de- 
rived to us from the divine goodnefs, through 
the hands of our adventurous fore-fathers, it is 
hoped we fhall not fupinely fuffer them to flip 
out of our pofleffion, or be wanting in any in- 
{tances of felf-denial, and other wife and effectu- 
al means, to fecure them to the prefent, and 
tranfmit them to future generations. 

The alarm that is gone’ forth through the 
land, and the affiduous attention given to our 
public affairs, by all ranks, ages and fexes a- 
mong us, we cannot but efteem a token for 
good, a fymptom of vital ftrength, in the body po- 
litic, though fome of its members are mutilated 
and maimed ; nor can we atrribute the firm u- 
nion and cement of our numerous coloniez,and the 
general agreement of their refpective inhabitants 
in modes of oppofition, to uncon ftitutional mea- 
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fures, to any principle fo juftly, as the. effica- 

€y* of the divine influence on the minds of 
men. aS - 

- Jadging from appearances, we have reafon to ’ 
hope, and believe, that- God himfelf has rifen 
to work out our falvation. ; 

Let ‘us not provoke him to withdraw the 
influences of his providence, by our own in- 
activity and neglect. 

God ufually worketh by means and inftru- 
ments, in accomplifhing the great purpofes of 
his providence among men ; we have no _reafon 
from analogy, to expec a deliverance out of our 
political evils, by the immediate exertion. of al- 
mighty power ; we muft work ourfelves, with 
a due dependance on the divine energy and : 
blefling, and then, from the juftice of our caufe, 

May we expect that God ‘will work with us 
and in ws, and crown our endeavours. with 
fuccefs, 

The honourable, and much efteemed Ame- 
rican Continental Congrefs, whom we volunta- | 
rily conftituted fe guardians of our rights, 
have with great judgement and faithfulnedfs, point- 
ed us toa mbdde of conduct, from which, if 
religioufly adhered to by ourfelves, and follow- 

- ed with the divine hleiling, we may entertain 
the ftrongeft hopes. x3 

It is at once calculated to procure a radical 
redrefs of American grievances, and to promote 
the future peace, harmony and . profperi- 
eg both of Great-Britain, and the colonies.—It 

_ thews that we contend for nothing but our 
- own, that we aim at nothing but our rights, 
: and with and pray for nothing more ardently 
in this world, than 4 reconciliation and laft- 
ing connection with our brethren at home : If 
it fucceeds,” we are mutually happy ; if not, as 
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the wife {chemes of men may prove abortive, 
thro’ the corruption and wickednefs of fome 
other, it will at “leaft manifeft to the whole 
world, that the demands of America are juft, 
and her difpofition Joyal and pacific. 

And then, when the worft of events com- 
eth, to which that refpectable body have in the 
mean time advifed us to extend our views, 
and be prepared for, we may with firm hope 
and humbie reliance, implore the aids of his 
providence, who is the almighty avenger of 
wrongs, with whom is wifdom and firength, 
who poureth contempt upon princes, and weak. 
neth the ftrength of the mighty, who lead- 
eth councellors away {poiled, and maketh the 
judges fools. 

To conclude, Upon a retrofpective view of 
our fore-fathers coming over into this land, 
the caufes moving them to it—the pious de- 
figns they had in it—the many ceo and 
perils attending it, and the foundatio . hereby 
laid for ufeful improvements in the arts of ci- 
vilized life, commerce and literature ; but. ef- 
pecially in the knowledge and praétice of the 
chriftian religion, where ignorance and_ barba- 
rifm had before prevailed for unknown a ES 55 
we ought to be very thankful to almighty | 
God for the peculiar care and guardianthip 
of his providence, fo confpicuous in every 
part of this grand enterprize. 

God was with them ofa truth, encourage- 
ing and dgfending them, and carrying them 
through difficulties and perils in a wonderful 
manner, which demands our particular atten- 
tion and grateful acknowledgments this day. 

He had, doubtlefs, great and wife purpofes 
to ferve, in leading them into this barbarous 
and extenfive: wildernefs, which we have rea- 
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fon to believe, are far from having yet been 
wholly accomplifhed. 
It is remarkable, that in the many threat- 
ning dangers that befet our Fathers in carly 

time, from the wicked machinations of open x 
enemies, or the fecret plots of treacherousand ] 

falfe-hearted friends, and that have fince, 
even down to the prefent day, befet us, God \ 
hath always appeared on our fide, and deliver- oe 
ed us out of all our fears and diftrefles, and A 
we truft he will ftill deliverus. 4 : 
Not unto us, oh Lord, not unto us, but un« = \ 
to thy name be the glory. ’ \ 
It is not for fhort-fighted mortals to fathom 
the counfels of the moft high God: His Judg- 
ments are unfearchable ; and his ways paft find- 

ing out. : 

But if it be lawful to permit our thoughts 
to delight us with contemplations on futurity ; 
the American defert rejoices and blofloms as a | 
'rofe, cities and empires rife, arts and {fciences \ 
_flourifh, and the folitary places are glad. How | 
‘ 


| great is the goodnefs of the Lord, and how 
| great is his beauty ! The tire cometh, when old 
_men and old women fhall dwell in our ftreets, ) 
'very man with his ftaff in his hand for very : 
‘age ; when corn fhall make the young meni cheer- i 
\ful, and new wine the maids, and our cities i 
‘fhall be full of boys and girls, playing in our \ 
\ftreets. But above all, when the aboriginal nae «| 
ltions fhall bow the knee at the name of Je- 
ifus, and confefs him to be Lord, to the glory j 
of God the Father ; and pure and undefiled reli- hy 
gion fhall prevail in the land, and there fhall K 
\be one Lord, and his name one. 
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